In situ methylation of human chromosomes with methylase-AluI.
A method for in situ DNA methylation with the prokaryotic methylase AluI has been developed for use on fixed human chromosomes. Incorporation of methyl groups into the chromosomal DNA has been shown by autoradiography using a labeled substrate. The methylation prevents the digestion of chromosomal DNA by AluI, allowing direct visualization of clusters of nonmethylated AGCT targets along the human complement.